HISTORY QF THE AEROQSPACE COMPUTER SECURITY CONFERENCE

The initial idea for a - conference which would address issues regarding
applicaticons of computer security technology to asrospace programs Came
from conversations between Harry Sheetz and Freéd Tompkins (employees of
Mitve Covporation at the timeld in July 1984. This ildea was formally
aupported by Mitre, which became a co-sponsor of the firvret conference,
along with NASA and the IEEE Computer Boclety. The first conference was
held in March, 1985 at Mitre facilities in Virginia, attracted
approvimately 18 peoples to the one-~day conference, and was acoclaimed by
"1l attendess. The chaivman for that first Conference was Bill Blsighani,

I The Mitre Corporation.

Follewing the first conference, four of the organizers who were
interested in establishing this event on a continuwing basis formed a
non-prefit partnership, (nmwva—aafpmvatinnl named the Aerospace Compuber
Becurity aAssociates (ACBAY, to achieve this end. The four Associates are
Dr. Joel Levy currenly at NABA Headguarters, Dv. Marshalkl aAbrams of Mit;e,
Fred Tompking now of OS2, and Bob Kovach nob of PRE.  We were all
professional persons interested in the success of this fledgkiﬂgfv&nt;ré
and we prma&edaﬁ with plans for a second conference 40 be held in
December, L1986,

We agreed tThat Mitre, as a privabe company, should not be included aws
a sponsor.  Furbther, there was little interest at NABA at that time for
pawttaipatian after the initial eponsorship agreement for the firaet
cenference. Early agreements to sponsor the second meebing were made with
& Computer Society of the IEEE and the Anerican Socieby for Industrial
Lwﬁcurity (ABI8Y. lL.ater, agresmentis were reached with RODCI to proavide the

necegsary sponsorship and support to permlt olassified sessions call



gesalons at the first conference were unclasslfied), It was atrhngly felt
by the organizers that, despite the succesns of the flret Conference,
important progress could not be made without the addition of olassi fied

e d Qs

Althouah there were initial diescussions with AIAA to also act as &
spongor, these were progeeding casually until the Computer Bociety
withdrew ite sponsoeship due to some confusion vegarding: theiv internal
palicies having te do with the sponsarship of clasel fied meebings. At
this point, discussions with the appropriate AIAA Teshnical Area Committee
or TAL, proceeded more rapidly, and l.ee Holocomb of NABA HMHeadguarters, the
- Thatrman. of the relevant TAL, agreed to press for sponsorship. It was
agreed by all parties that the Aerospace Compuber Becurity Associates
CACEAY and its. committee would praovide arrvangements for fh& meebing with

“1aison o the threae sponsors.

We proceeded to enlist members of the organizing committee and were
very fartunate in our aefforts. We got Bteve Walker to act asg Program
Chairman, and this was probably our bigpest catohe Lewls Schneider of
ASIS agreed to be Local Arrangemstts Chaivman, anocther major catch since
Lewls 18 a professional maatiﬁg planner and brought excellent credentialg
to the job. We also got Dr. Chris Perry as Tuborial Chairman, and Col,
Vie Marshall at DODCYE agreed to act as liaison to that agency (aftter he
was transferred, he was succeeded by L&, Col. Jim McBaniel. Finally, Carl

Landwehr of NRL and Tervy Lozonsky of Dobfs O®1 Directorate agreed to
help out.



As some of you know, the second Comference was held on December 24,
1986 at the Westpark Hotel, Vienna, Virginia, and was & great sucoess.
Chver 190 perasons attended the bthree day Conference. Classified sesmslonsg
were held at a nearby Mitre facility and attracted aver 100 people. The
tutoriale which were introduced provet very succesastul, with signi ficant
attendance at each. Comments received from attendees in a totally
unsclicited way were very complementary. Dy. Joel lLevy chalred this
Conference and also agreed to chair the Conference in 1987,

On- the heels of this heady prosperity, we began move ambltious
planning for bthe Third Conference. We selected Orlando for a varieby of
veasong. Firvat, because we felt a warmer climate might be movre satisfying
for aur December meetlag. Q&amnd,-b@ﬁaum&.hﬁiﬁ.had.amd contlaues to hold
a number of successful meetlings here. And third, because EPIOT Center and
‘“iﬁn@ywarld are great ancillary atbractions fur-attwn@eﬁﬁ’ familias,

We expanded the length of the Conference to four-and-~a~-half days, &
format which we now feel quite confortable with., The first two days
congiat of a variety aof tutorial sesaions, arnd these are followed by

two—and-a~half days of technical paneleg and paper sesslong.

We also changed our organizational sponsovship once agalne. The ACEO
chose the [EEE as it major spopsor, with Ablas, ABIS, and the DIDCI aw
well asg ACEA bebng the sponsors. This game: conglomerationakso was
welerted by ACEBA to run the fourth meeting, also held in Orlando.

Certainly, in numbers aloneg, the Thirvd Conference, held on December:
2By 1987 was alec A great swcoess. Dver 185 people attended the
four—and-a~half day conference, which inclwled claswsified sessionsg o one
day. This nunber despite a tervible mix-up with owr malling of the
Aclvance Program, which delayed by nearly & month the acquisition of

ogram information by prospective atbendees fully met our expectationsg.

lwﬂ agresd to meet apain in 1988 in Orlando,



The conegept of the Conference has matured to a polnt where acceptange
af our role within the computer security field i being recognized., Thiw
role 1w centered about two primary objectivess firet, to provide a forum:
at‘whimh igsuwes regarding applications of campuber security bto plamed
programs and- systems may be explored) and secondy, to provide educabional
experiences in comnpuber secwrity applications. Last year’s conference had
approximatel y 805 pevasons attend three tuborialse on the flvst dayy and
approdximately 189 people attended the clagalfied and unclassified sessiong
tduring the next four days.

Flanning for thie year's meebing was thern carvied oub during early.
1388, Marshall Abrams has been Heneral Chairvmang lLewis Schheider, and
Bob Eovach continued in their primary rolesy BRill Risighandt returned to
“the scene and agreed o take on the position of Frogram Shalvmang Dixie
“agwr of The Aercspace Corporation served: as Tuborials Chairmany and Terry

smonsky and Jim MocDaniel stayed on as commlttes membersy Joel Levy was
the Finance Chalrman,. Dhe major difference between this yearisa Conference
and those of preceding ones i that clagel fled meetings will rnot be held.
The Department of Defense has installed new policies which make it

impossible to hold clapsi fed meaetings at a non-Dabd conferenne.

The 1968 conference was a huga sucsess. 261 people attended with Over
188 people atbending bhe tutorial sessions. Althaough the final numbersa
are not ing  the three financial co-sponsors selected: by ALBA- (IEEE, ABRE,
aindd Aﬂﬁhh.will certainly enjoy & large surplus. For our part all aof the
profite will be veinveasted in future meetings.d survey conducted at the
meebing gob answers fram about 15% of the attendeesn. ALl indications were
that the teshnical program as well as the tuboriale were very well
raceived., The vast majority (nearly 904 indicated that they planned o
attend next yvear's gonferencé.

We are now apparently assured of having a successful Conference for
it future. We therefore planned for 1989 and have selected a new site
for the Conferences. We'd like to formally invite all of you to join us ab



the wonder ful Westware Look Resort in Tucson, Arizonas Our meeting dates
are met for December 4-8, and we promise to have some more interesting

surgrises for you in our total program.



